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Exclusion of disabled persons causing economic losses 

up to $15.4b  

In Pakistan, Persons with 

Disabilities still have dif-

ficulty exercising their 

civil and political rights, 

attending quality 

schools, and nding gain-

ful employment, among 

other activities. As such, 

they face exclusion as 

productive members of 

the society, leading to 

economic losses worth 

$11.9 billion to $15.4 bil-

lion, or 4.9% to 6.3% of 

Pakistan’s GDP, reveals 

data shared by HelpAge 

Pakistan on the occasion 

of International Day of 

Persons With Disabili-

ties. Surveys conducted 

by non-governmental 

organizations including 

by World Health Organi-

sation (WHO) indicate 

that over 15 per cent of 

people in the general 

population in Pakistan  

Read More 

The Election Commission 

of Pakistan (ECP) on Fri-

day organized a daylong 

seminar on inclusion of 

persons with disabilities 

in the electoral process. 

The seminar was ar-

ranged to mark the Inter-

national Day of Persons 

with Disabilities. The 

event was an initiative of 

the ECP’s Gender and 

Disability Electoral 

Working Group with an 

aim to promote the inclu-

sion of persons with dis-

abilities in the electoral 

process. Addressing the 

seminar, the ECP chief, 

Justice Sardar Muham-

mad Raza, said inclusive 

elections were fair elec-

tions where every citi-

zen, including persons 

with disabilities, was 

able to play his or her 

role. Read More 

ECP begins process for audit of lawmakers’ assets  

The Directorate of Politi-

cal Finance of the Elec-

tion Commission of Paki-

stan (ECP) has started 

the process for scrutiny 

of statement of assets 

and liabilities of the leg-

islators, and, as a speci-

men, ten such cases 

(representing each sec-

tor, including industry, 

business and agriculture) 

will be put before the 

Commission on Monday. 

“We began the exercise 

Thursday, sat today 

[Friday] and will be in 

office for this purpose 

Saturday and Sunday, as 

classification of docu-

ments of over 1,100 leg-

islators is also being car-

ried out,” a senior ECP 

said, while talking to The 

News here.  

Read More 

http://www.pakvoter.org/content/exclusion-disabled-persons-causing-economic-losses-154b
http://www.pakvoter.org/content/seminar-inclusion-persons-disabilities-electoral-process-held
http://www.pakvoter.org/content/ecp-begins-process-audit-lawmakers%E2%80%99-assets


 Events held in different cities to mark National Voters 
Day  

Punjab LG polls: elections on reserved seats completed  

P a g e  2  

The final phase of the 

local government elec-

tions on reserved seats 

has been completed in 

the Punjab. The Pakistan 

Muslim League-Nawaz, 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 

and Pakistan People Par-

ty participated in the fi-

nal phase of election. In 

most of the cities of Pun-

jab, the ruling party can-

didates remained suc-

cessful and ready to for-

mulate government at 

local level. It may be 

mentioned here that the 

PML-N candidates have 

already been elected un-

opposed on reserved 

seats for youth, techno-

crats and labourers in 

the provincial metropo-

lis,  

Read More 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Governor Eng Iqbal Zafar 

Jhagra has said that 60 

per cent population of 

the country is consisted 

of youth whose right to 

exercise their verdict as 

registered voters is also 

of national importance. 

He was addressing a cer-

emony to observe Na-

tional Voters Day as per 

the initiative of Election 

Commission of Pakistan 

at Governor’s House in 

Peshawar on Wednes-

day. Retired Justice 

Irshad Qaisar, Member 

and Provincial Election 

Commissioner Mussarrat 

Khan also addressed the 

ceremony. Provincial 

Senior Minister Inayatul-

lah Khan, MPAs Shah 

Hussain and Meraj Hu-

mayun as well vice-

chancellors of different 

universities and students 

were also present on the 

occasion. The ceremony 

was followed by a walk.  

Read More 
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Point to think over  

“Voting is the most pre-

cious right of every citi-

zen, and we have a moral 

obligation to ensure the 

integrity of our voting 

process”  

Give LGs a chance  

LOCAL governments are 

important for the entire 

country but carry special 

significance for the larg-

est province in the feder-

ation — Punjab. Alt-

hough a certain degree 

of scepticism surrounds 

the advent of the new 

era of elected LGs after a 

gap of some eight years, 

the completion of the 

last phase of LG elections 

in Punjab on Dec 22 of-

fers a chance to make a 

fresh beginning. Accord-

ing to 2015 estimates, 

Punjab has a population 

of around 101 million. If 

Punjab was a country, it 

would rank as the 12th 

most populous country 

in the world with all Eu-

ropean and African and 

most Asian and Latin 

American countries 

ranking below it. Despite 

the quality of govern-

ance being relatively bet-

ter because of a variety 

of reasons, there are am-

ple signs that a province 

as diverse and large as 

Punjab, despite all the 

energy of the incumbent 

chief minister, cannot 

continue to be efficiently 

run on the basis of a cen-

tralised model of govern-

ance.  

Read More 

http://www.pakvoter.org/content/punjab-lg-polls-elections-reserved-seats-completed
http://www.pakvoter.org/content/events-held-different-cities-mark-national-voters-day
http://www.pakvoter.org/content/give-lgs-chance
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Draft bill on electoral reforms tabled in NA  

The government tabled on Tues-

day a draft bill on electoral re-

forms in the National Assembly 

which gives complete administra-

tive and financial powers to the 

Election Commission of Pakistan 

(ECP), increases the election ex-

penses limits for both National 

Assembly and provincial assem-

blies’ seats by 150 per cent and 

makes it mandatory for registra-

tion of any political party to have 

at least 1,000 members. The Elec-

tion Bill 2017 was laid down by 

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, who 

is also the Chairman of the Parlia-

mentary Committee on Election 

Reforms which prepared the doc-

ument in two years’ consultative 

process for which its sub-

committee, headed by Law Minis-

ter Zahid Hamid, met for 70 

times. The 33-member parlia-

mentary committee was formed 

by National Assembly Speaker 

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on Prime Min-

ister Nawaz Sharif’s instructions 

for electoral reforms amid Paki-

stan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s 2014 sit-in 

against PML-N’s alleged rigging 

in 2013 general elections.  

Read More 

ALTHOUGH Pakistan ratified the 

UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 

in 2011, there is yet no parlia-

mentary act to remove barriers 

to their accessing and participat-

ing in the workforce other than 

the Disabled Persons 

(Employment & Rehabilitation) 

Ordinance, 1981. The ordinance 

stipulated a 1pc (later raised to 

2pc) quota of public-sector jobs 

reserved for persons with disa-

bilities (PWDs). The quota also 

applies to any private establish-

ment, whether industrial or com-

mercial, that employs 100 or 

more workers. Failure to honour 

the quota would result in a fine, 

which would go towards the Dis-

abled Persons Rehabilitation 

Fund, established by the ordi-

nance.  

Read More 

Right to work 

Website: www.pakvoter.org Facebook: @PakVoter Twitter: @pakvoter 

Pakvoter Activity  

Date of Event: December 5, 2016 

Venue: UET, Taxila 

Type of Event: Introductory session with students  

Session was arranged with students of UET, Taxila. Total 32 students 

were briefed about the Pak Voter website. A visual presentation of Pak 

Voter was also run. The presentation was prepared by Pak Voter project 

team in last phase of the project. Students were introduced with different 

sections of the website in detail. They also raised different questions re-

garding the website. A detail discussion was also held on civic and voter 

education topic as National Voters Day was approaching (December 7, 

2016).  

http://www.pakvoter.org/content/draft-bill-electoral-reforms-tabled-na
http://www.pakvoter.org/content/right-work

